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the improvements of geography are of little 
those of navigation; particularly when we 


mankind is carried on by the channel of ca- 
ravans, and inland conveyance. From the 


nations interchanged by a substitute, mani- 
lestly expedient, though far inferior, in 
point of advantage and expedition, to what 
the ocean supplies; and, from your very 
able and luminous Appendix to the popular 


[x a commercial nation like Great Britain, 
less consequence to its. prosperity, than 
reflect, how great a portion of the trade of 


Deserts of Siberia, to those of Arabia and 
Africa, we find the productions of distant 


- 
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Travels of Mr. Park, the world has to la- 
ment, that more frequent opportunities 
have not been afforded to perception and 
industry like yours, to ascertain the po; 
tion of the interior of Asia and Africa, and 
to furnish the curious and interested spec- 
tator with a correct map of those conti- 
nents. b 

How far those discoveries are likely to 
be prosecuted in Africa, the result of Mr. 
Park's uncommon perseverance may not 


hold out much light. The time may be 


far removed, when its various governments 


and inhabitants shall be ripe to receive, and 


ready to adopt, the adventurer, who, with 
the olive of peace, bears with him the code 
of civilization and commerce. Neither the 
same difficulty, nor the same objection, lies 
against the better exploring the geography 
of Asia. 
To you, Sir, among other valuable com- 


5th 


Je 


bY 
munications, the world is indebted for a 
magnificent Map of Asia Minor, where 
your patient diligence has called the rate 
of the camel to your aid, to determine, by 


the journals of modern travellers, the site 
of ancient cities and celebrated ruins. As 
you have done me the honour to follow my 
authority in some instances, may I presume 
on your countenance to the object of the 
following sheets, which is directed to the 
precise attainment of your laudable re- 
xarches, by means hitherto unattainable, 
and by instruments hitherto unemployed. 


* 


I remain, with great esteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your faithful and obedient Servant, 


5 


Bath, EYLES IRWIN. 
5th Aug. 1799- : 
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F RENCH CRUSADE, ee, 


Tax flattering 1 manner in 3 hk 9 
lic welcomed the two little tracts .on the 
Expedition of Buonaparte to the East, i im- 
posed a silence on the author, until the 
truth of his predictions were fully ascer- 
tained. The credit generally attached to 
the probability of his reasonings, prevented 
his being either disturbed or offended by 
the invidious strictures of a particular re- 
view, or the laboured answer which he re- 
ceived from an anonymous writer. The 
great question could only be determined 
by time: to that touchstone he referred - 
for the unravelling of the plot; and if 


10 9 
the tragedy of Ga has been con- 
ducted agreeably to the sketch he drew; 
if the incidents have been worked up, and 
the denouement produced, with no dis- 
cordance to his conjectural positions, the 
author may assert without presumption, 
that, not from chance, but from the irre- 

istible circumstances of situation, the enter- 
prize has failed, and the republican army 
and its leader been er to ern 
and destruction. 

Did no subverted empire 3 his end "= 

No rival monarchs give the fatal wound, 

Or hostile millions press him to the ground? 
His fall was destin'd to a barren strand, 
6? nme hens bat tart! 
3 Ane Jabrem i In. of Funai 


A dect "__ via Such motives, may 
rescue past silence from thesuspicions of con- 
tempt for an adversary, and excuse a fresh 
intrusion on the patience of the public. 
count on having lived long enough in the 
World, to be sensible of the little space! 
fill in it; on having undergone sufficient 


L 11 4 

rials, to distrust my own judgment in 
most cases, and to presume on it in none. 
When I meditated the task of dissipating 
the public alarm, by stripping the vaunted 
expedition to Egypt of its false pretensions 
and promised consequences, I found myself, 
indeed, on the strong ground of local xnow-- 
ledge, and dear-bought experience, of the 
countries and people in question; but 1 
ill thought it safest, to judge of the pre- 
ent from the past; to weigh the probabi- 
ties of Buonaparte's success, from the re- 
ult of similar enterprizes. For the part I 
have taken, one set of critics have arraigned 
my discretion, as savouring of temerity, 
when a formidable enemy was in question: 
and, what is more extraordinary, the gen- 
tleman who has published his dissent to my 
prognostics, accuses me of confirming de- 
lusion, and seems to affix” value to his own 
attempt of reviving alarms, and evincing 

the facility of an undertaking, which it had 
been my you to reduce to its proper 


Standard, 
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| ; Will. it be forgiven me to dwell a little 
longer on this subject ? My claims to pub- 
lic confidence are now at issue with those 
of my antagonist, with whom I cannot part to 
without the acknowledgment due to his | 
candour and politeness. He signs himself 
an officer in the East India Company's Ser- 
vice, and I have no doubt, that the know- 
ledge he appears to possess of the military 
art, would have been successfully employed 
against an enemy, which his warm imagi- 
nation had pictured at once irresistible and 
able to reach the supposed object of the 
_ enterprize—our possessions in India! His 
was the language of an adventurous soldier, 
and mine of a circumspect traveller, who | 
had considered the. obstacles in the way, 
and found them to be nearly insurmount- 
able. For the sake of my country I chiefly 
rejoice at the misconception of those, who, 
in this instance, 'over-rated the wisdom of 
the French cabinet, and the capacity of its 
agent. The experience of the present year 
has happily proved the fallibility of the 


| ESI 
former, in Europe, as well as Africa; and 
the mutual reproaches of the ex- directors 
have established what I was hardy enough 
to suspect, that Buonaparte had been not 
more the dupe of his immeasurable ambition, 
than the victim of democratic intrigue! 
Snauldd it be objected, that the possibility 
of the enemy is reaching the point of Suez, 
Busrahz or the Indus, was admitted by 1 me; 
and that no trial has been made of his 
strength in India, it must be recollected, 
that tile concession Was granted to the ad- 
vocates of the feasibility of the expedition, 
to prove, that either of these points, if at- 
tained, would be its boundary: To Suez a 
column of the French army did early pe- 
netrate; but only to reap a certainty of a 
failure, ; on that side, for its pains. The 
irruption into Syria was neither unfore- 
en nor uncalculated. Buonaparte seem- 
ed prompted by despair, to make one grand 


Egypt, and to recover the opinion of the 
motley natives, Which had been shaken by 


effort to break the bars of his prison in 


£443 

the glorious battle of the Nile, the conse- 
quences of which were so lightly appre- 
ciated by my anonymous correspondent. 
Cooped up in an unhealthy climate, and 
cut off from all chance of reinforcements, he 
cerossed the desert that separates the two 
countries, and, for some time, animated his 
followers by his usual successes. This sun- 
shine, however, was but transient. Though 
no competent leader or army was then op- 
posed to him, the English were at hand; 
and a character appeared at the head of the 
squadron, fit every way to cope with the 
hero of Italy. On the first news of its 
danger, Sir Sidney Smith, with all the spirit 

of chivalry that characterizes him, flew, with 

a handful' of men, to the defence of Acre! 
The world knows the rest; and, perhaps, 
some future Tasso may found a more inte- 
resting epic poem, than that of the Gierusa- 
lemme Liderata, on ths n defence of 
Acre. 


My gainig position, which was ——_ 
contested, stands, therefore, on firm gr ound, 


C45] 
vin. that; while Great Britain was master of 
 the'5ea) Buonaparte's views, wherever they 
were directed, must of course becdefeated.* 
To apologize for this long digression 
would be no compliment to my readers. 
Respect for a discerning public, and ten- 
derness for a liberal opponent, obliged me to 
make some observations, which might justify 
my mixing in political questions, and dif- 
ering so materially from his conclusions on 
the subject. I do the justice to his mo— 
tives, to be confident, that he no less re- 
joices at the error in his calculations, than 
do at the rectitude of mine, in regard to 
this expedition; and that a fervent zeal 
and love for our country will produce the 
ame Conviction in our minds—that this 
enterprixe, in its issue, will rather serve to 
confirm public confidence, than anyvuise en- 
danger our pos sessions in the East.“ | 
The recovery of Egypt, from the last 
official accounts, being no less apparent 
vide two patnphlets on Buonaparte's Expedition. 
t Vide Letters from Sir Sidney Smith, in the Ga- 
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to me, than the quick annihilation of the 


French army, I should deem it unpar- 
donable, to be silent on the benefits to the 


British nation, that press on my mind, from 


those events. I shall divide them into two 
heads, viz. that which respects the interest 
of letters, and that which involves the in- 


terest of the public at large, through the 
medium of the East India Company. 
Under the first head, the literary world 


2 2 : _ ; 2 
a TEES 2.7% T3} 43 n n 2753 1 
ki 4 3 > > q bo : - % : 
BY : * %- 1 2 K * = 


zette, from St. Jean d'Acre and Joppa, dated the 16th 
and goth of May, 1799, which I recommend to the 
serious consideration of those who talk lightly of the 
facility of military operations, and transport of artillery, 
in a desert. A new pair of shoes, and a water-gourd, 
| to each man, appear to have been all the provision for 
a retreating army, through' a desert of several days ex- 
tent! Victory becomes almost painful on such terms 


But let it be remembered, that to the obstinacy and 


pride of Buonaparte, on this occasion, the Severity of 
their distress is to be placed. The humanity of Sir 
Sidney, to a rancorous enemy, presents us with a 
flattering contrast to the unfeeling conduct of Buona- 


parte, towards w_ sick and wounded victims of his am- 


bition. N 
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is concerned, ſrom the Historian and Poet, 


to he Antiquar and:/Philologist. The arts 


and sciences are equally flattered by the 


wecess of the British arms ; and the Auro- 
nomer- and Geęographer, the Sculptor and 
Naturalist, will have fresh fuel for curiosity 
the romantic Savary is likely to berealized; 
and the opportunity presents itself, ſor a 
catacomb, and explore the stupendous re- 
mains of Thebes and Butus, not merely 
dountenance and e e ws [Turkish 
government? Aut. Ih Mads tb e 126 2/46 2 
Under the last Hoa are wound! all 
those advantages, which quick intelligence, 
and the more expeditious conveyance of 
troops, s forcibly inculeate; | While I was 
u Egypt in 1777, not only dispatches, but 
a governor of Madras (Vr. Whitehill) | 
embarked:at Suez, and reached Madras in 
itty:days from London; and it is evident, 
that -had there been ten frigates in the 


. 8 7 
Red Sea, instead of one: and the government 
of Egypt been favourable” to the design, 
3.000 troops might as readily have rein- 
forced our army on the Malabar east, in the 
Same space of time ! To reflect on the diffe- 
rence bet weer this passage and tliat round 
the Cape of Good Hope, with the same 
freiglit, is to overcome! half of the preju- 
dices that may be taken up by the unin- 
formed against the attempt. To save two- 
thirds of the time, on pressing occasions, 
Should' certainly weigh down what, in 
common cases, might be denoted obstacles, 
especially in the present instance, where 
the most favourable opening occurs, to re- | 
conclle''the Turkish government to fhe 
plan; and even, if necessary, to make it a 
preliminary in the treaty of alliance; about 
to be renewed between the Porte and Great 
Britain. b Vio er e Hi Gen 
— e 16 ole to che Turk, 
it would not be difficult to point out the 
good that must accrue-td him from the 
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allayed by his passion for gam; among 


the incalculable benefits of this friendly in- 
tercourse between the two nations, the 
introduction of s much specie into Egypt, 
as the transport of the troops across the 


Isthmus would disburse, and the freight 
necessary for the home return of the ves- 


gels: s0 employed, promise a considerable 
stimulus to his industry and commerce. 
Whether these vessels are to be Indiamen 


or Leyantmen, hired for the run, there can 
be no fear of the owners-foregoing: the 2 8 
fits of a cargo from that quarter. 


The expence of this route may bs as 
readily calculated as the time. The average 


run of ships to India by the Cape, may be 


rarely performed by single ships under four 


months in times of peace, or under seven 
in war, hen a convoy is requisite ſor a 


fleet. The passage money to the Com- 

pany; for every recruit eto India, is consi- 

dered, with surgeon's fees, to amount to 

Ken Allowing that the passage to Alex- 
DS: 


4 "nit making e for goo — the 
number which a ship of zoo tons may easily 


carry; that the charges of boats up the Nile 
10 Cairo, and thence on camels to Sues, 
would be 43. more; the remainder of the | 


voyage, either in the Company s marine or 
hired vessels, could not exceed 18 58180 
that (13. a man, a triſle more than the 


an objedt on this occasion, e eee 
outside of the demand by this route. 
It must he here understood, that no "tri 


of this nature should be attempted under 
the aligarchy, that appressed Egypt ſar o 


many centuries. The Beys-of Cairo were 
neither cordial nor faithful to the Porte be- 
fore the invaslon; and no reliance could 
possibly be placed on a power, 
yet kept a treaty it made, and by hose 


intrigues and perfidy, the property of Bri- 


th Subjects has been 80 often gacrificed, 


However despotic the Porte may be to its 


present expence, if strict economy could be 


that never 


t * 3 

their agents and property secure e 
out Turkey; and on the presumption 
alone, of Egypt being about to be re- 
duced to a Turkish province, has this Essay 
been written. The defeat and flight of the 
principal Beys, and their total inactivity in 
the arduous contest before Acre, in my ap- 
prehension, give them little to expect in 
the re: settlement of that valuable country. 
Such property as remains to them, and a 
compensation' for their losses, cannot be 
withheld, without a signal infringement of 
the laws of justice and humanity; but the 
impolicy of restoring them to the power 
they abused, to the injury not only of their 
Sovereign, but of Europe in general, may 
justify, and even excite a foreign inter- 
ſerence. And who $0 fitted, from recent 
ervices and acknowledged influence, as 
ourselves, should circumstances e wt | 
to interfere with effeet? | 

When permission shall have dal ah | 
tained to pursue this plan, these points will 


4 c 1 
present themselves to the Court of Direc- 
tors, ſor their consideration. The season ſor 
sending the annual reinforcements to Abou- 
kir Bay, (the vicinity of which to the Nile, 


renders it preferable, on reflection, to Alex- 


andria) and from Suez to the coasts of Ma- 
labar and Coromandel. To regulate this 
combined operation, the healthy season in 
Egypt, and that of the SW monsoon, when 
the passage up the Red Sea is certain, must 
be inquired into; and it fortunately hap- 
pens, that the period is the same. The 
wind blows steadily up the Arabian Gulf 


from November to February, and it is agreed 


by all travellers, that the plague ceases in 


Egypt during the rising of the Nile, and is 
never. generated, except when 'the waters 


have retired within its banks. The rising 
usually commences in June, and the waters 
cannot be said to have left the Delta before 
the month of February; so that the arrival 
of the troops at Aboukir, and their re- em- 
barkation at Suez, may take place at any 
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time, without. risk of infection: or delay, be · 
tween the middle of November and the end 
ofanparye3ignt gm eg Nd api 
The arrangements for: this purpose ill | 
bea future consideration. It may be judged 
better, to employ the Company's shipping. 
both in Europe and India, than hazard any 
thing, by the misconduet or incapaeity of 
men In this case, it would be neoes- 
gary for them, to increase their marine at 

eee and to stipulate with the owners 
ol the Indiamen, to take the voyage to 
Egypt in rotation. No disappointment of 
consequence could occur, with such pre- 
cautions; and the monthly packets, that 
might heat up to Suez or Cosire, in vessels, 
80 found and managed, would more than 
compensate the extraordinary expence. 
And when it is imagined how many pas- 
sengers would, 80 eircumstanced, prefer 
this short and cafe route to the circuitous 
one by the Cape, every one interested, 
either in the security of our possessions in 
India, or anxious for accounts, or: eager to 


L uy 
embrace a relative or friend;/:(for any 
change in the present channel of the trade, 
Girected by the Company's charter, has been 
| ulously; avoided: by me) must counte- 
c nde Wie experiment. And though my 
sentiments cannot have been staggered by 
events; though I see little to apprehend, 
from ſuture expeditions of the French to 
the Gulf of Suez; “ since it is reckoned pru- 
dent in a general to pre- Ocupy the ground 
that might prove favourable to the opera- 
tions of an enemy, I may flatter myself with 
obtaining the approbat ion, even of my mi- 
litary correspondent, to the . of these 
suggestions. L130 in n bee Kb 
So many pages have us rae tots | 

palitical object, that what respects litera- 
ture in this proposal must be compressed 
in a small space. The acquisitions in ques- 
tion have been already glanced at; but to 
car * men into effect, to seize 
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| #\ Vide bebte enn Sue in 193, in the 
Augen travels of Mr. Browne, lately published· 


. 

the Hesperian apples of knowledge even 
alter the dragon has been charmed asleep, 
requires am Herculean grasp. The labour 
is worthy of a literary Alcides, if such can 
be foiind, who, with the temperature of the 
age unites the qualities of the soldier: 
adds perseverance to curiosity, and, to a 
frame inured to fatigue; an intelligent and 
ne mind. In this adventurer must 
be concentered an intimate acquaintance 
with the oriental as well as classical lan- 
gusges; by which, not only discover ies 
may be made in every branch of learning, 
but fragments of ancient authors, in their 
original forms, or Arabian translations, 
undertake) in the times of the Caliphs re- 
xued from oblivion; for it is not meant to 
confine his inquiries to Egypt. Asia Minor, 
a ctill richer field! will naturally fall within 
bis observation; and a liberal allowance 
ſor his ex pences, with a license to draw for 

the purchase of rare manus pts, would be 
afficient encouragement to a genuine ama- 
teur. In the present situation of things, 


= -= 
the nomination of . Consul General in 


Turkey may be thought expedient by the 

East India Company, to superintend their 
growing concerr in that quarter. If the 

State, in ihis case, choose to resign the cre- 
dit and advantage of this mission to them, 
to the Direction, by whose confidence | 
| might, perhaps, be allowed to recommend 
a gentleman n Ning nt ts the now 
— ; 

I — had not 8 
* his admirable. essays, and deep disquis; 

tions in oriental learning, I should have 
been too distrustſul of my on judgment, 
to have mentioned Major Ouseley. But the 
name is a sufficient passport to the situa- 
tion, should his present pursuits admit of 
his absence from England. Of his inclina- 
tion to travel on such a plan, I have little 
doubt: though it is but right to declare, 
that he is a perſect stranger to the liberty! 
have taken with his name. To the servants 
of the Company abroad, his Persian Mu- Eny, 


C * 
Aalen und Oriental Collections have be- 
come almost indispensable, in the attain- 
ment of that language. Something, there- | 
ore, appears to be due from the Court of 
Directors to Major Ouseley, on that score; 
and what could be more gratifying to both 
parties, than to have an old debt dis- 
charged, by an SO” b nee g for 
ſuture services „ eee 
After having stated . en and ex- 
tent of a proposition, not, perhaps, either 
easy or necessary, to every conception, it 
dommit the accomplishment of the treaty, 
which is to put the British nation in pos- 
sion of so many advantages? Most for- 
unately, the transactions of the last spring 


i WH furnish a satisfactory answer. The gallant 
- Wl Vindicator of the Turkish honour, and the 


mceessful opposer of Buonaparte, appears, 
„ef all men, the best calculated for the at- 


Ieempt. If 1 am not mistaken, he already 
ts holds the singular commission of Marine 


5- WH Envoy to the Porte. To the distinguished 
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from Syria, and laid the seeds of its imme. 
diate dissolution, Jet the versatile talents of 
Sir-Sidney Smith be employed, in forming 
an alliance, by which the interests and com- 
merce of the two nations will be more in- 
_ timately blended. Let the mural crown, 
which the hero obtained by the defence of 
Acre, be entwined with the olive and the 
bays, at once the ee 3: eee 
and naval renown! , 

I shall here e e ade ure 
bot sttamdag to-dther uruigents than 
those an enlightened mind will suggest to 
itself on this important subject. The out- 
lines I have given, may be filled up by the 
statesman or philosopher, not less to the 
benefit of the.-public, than to his private 
satisfaction; and the duration of our ori- 
ental empire keep pace with the extension 
of oriental literature, so lately transferred to 
our hands, by the zealof a Joxxs, a MAauRict, 
aMARSDEN, a Wilkins, and an OUSELEY ! | 
chall ſeel my humble efforts amply repaid, if 
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uke ser ve to stimulate the attention o 
the Minister and Court of Directors, and 
turn out of the least service to the cause of 
y country. The last accounts from India 
ew, of what importance a short passage 
for reinforcements might have proved, had 
ay disastrous check been sustained by the 
gallant army under the command of Ge- 
eral Stewart, in its march to Mysore. 
The fall: of Tippoo, which the fortune of 
| Buongparte is not likely to avert, may 
nable: our power for awhile, to bid defi- 
nee to the machinations and attacks; which 
ts colo form must necessarily attract; 
lut ol a speedy intereourse with the parent 
wuntry, must its vigour and existence ulti- 
tately depend. Our greatest perils have 

litherto arisen, much more from the num- 

bes and influence of the native powers, a 

an from the co-operation of our Euro- 
dan rials against our Asiatic empire. | 
That, empire, it may be. remembered. Was 


ſits of Baillie and Braithwaite by Hyder 


ken, ta its, base, hy the calamitous de- 


| Tei 

x Ally, in a formen har Nor even during 
the splendid successes of Lord Cornwallis, 
were our arms and territor ies precluded 
from the chance of a similar crisis, into 
Which the loss of the battles of Vaniam- 
tested by Tippoo Saib, would inevitably 
have plunged. us. From such Quixotic ex- 
peditions, as that lately exhibited by Buo- 
naparte, there can be nothing to fear, were 
there even a likelihood of its being ever 
repeated by the French. Our weak side, is 
the conduct of a war, and the decline of our 
European force in India! It is there we are 
vulnerable: and until the system is esta- 
blished, of calling forth, without favour cr 
interest, a ee. er character 
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od. „ Vaniambatdy, 0 or 8 . the fon 
where the detachment under Colonel Floyd was en- 
camped. The action at Bangalore was rather a ir- 
mish than a battle, where the whole of our cavalij 
were endangered in reconnoitering, by the inconsiderate 
attack of the ee e the ads 
I ve 8311 : | 
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in the service, to lead our armies, and of 


devising means to recruit those armies ex- 
peditiously, the heel of this Achilles will be 
till susceptible of a deadly wound. The 
armour we have to trust to, is within the 
reach of those, who superintend the safety 
of our palladium : and with their cordial 


co-operation, I might, without hyperbole, 
cry out with the Venetian historian, so ele- 
gantly characterized by the Om of TOY, 
friend Hayley, . 


ce sro PERPETUA.” 
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